
Year 5/6: History 

Knowledge Organiser: How did the significant events from the war change the lives of people living in Britain? 
Wow Day: Victoria Park Cenotaph followed by enquiry visit to Widnes Library. 

Trip: Imperial War Museum Manchester taking part in a documentary challenge workshop. 
 

Key Questions 
Learning Challenge 1: How and why did World War 2 
begin? 
Learning Challenge 2: How did WW2 affect people’s lives?  
Learning Challenge 3: How significant was The Blitz on 
WW2? 
Learning Challenge 4: What key events affected the 
outcome of the war?  
Learning Challenge 5: How did the war end?  
Learning Challenge 6: What was the impact of WW2 on the 
people of our locality? Independent enquiry. 

 

Key Individuals  
Neville Chamberlain: the British prime minister as Great Britain 
entered World War II.  
Sir Winston Churchill: A British politician and statesman known 
for his leadership of the United Kingdom during World War II. 
Adolf Hitler: Adolf Hitler was a German politician and leader of 
the Nazi Party. 
Local Key Individual: Roy Chadwick- a local man who built the 
Lancaster Bomber aircraft, which was a key aircraft during the 
blitz.  

Key Facts and Dates 

How and why did WW2 
begin? 

When Germany attacked Poland on 
September 1st 1939, France and 
Britain declared war on Germany two 
days later. Germany then invaded 
Denmark and Norway and then 
attacked the Netherlands. Germany 
was in control of the war at the start.  

 

How did WW2 affect 
people’s lives? 

The war changed many peoples lives in many different ways. People who lived in large 
towns and cities were evacuated to the country side for their own safety. During this time, 
many countries called on women to help with the war effort and to take on jobs which men 
usually completed. Women started to work in factories, drove buses and fire engines, it 
changed the way people viewed women in the workplace forever.  

How significant was The 
Blitz on WW2? 

The heavy and frequent bombing attacks on London and other cities was known as the 
'Blitz'. Night after night, from September 1940 until May 1941, German bombers attacked 
British cities, ports and industrial areas. London was bombed every day and night, bar one, 
for 11 weeks. One third of London was destroyed. 

What was the impact of 
WW2 on the people of our 
locality?  

World War 2 had a big impact on our locality and places close by. The war affected Widnes 
as an industrial town and affected many people’s lives, jobs and business. The war also had 
an affect on places close by such as Liverpool, Huyton was home to an internment camp, a 
prisoner of war camp and a base for American G.I.s. The Prisoner of War camp only closed 
in 1948. 

Key Vocabulary 

Axis The alliance of Germany and Italy in 1936 which later included Japan and other nations. 
Allies The Allies of World War II, called the United Nations from the 1 January 1942 declaration, 

were the countries that together opposed the Axis powers during the Second World War. 

Evacuation The removal of persons or things from an endangered area. 

Ration A fixed allowance of provisions or food, especially for soldiers or sailors or for civilians 
during a shortage. 

Military The military forces of a nation, exclusive of the navy and in some countries the air force. 

Primary and Secondary 
Source 

Primary Source: A document, first-hand account, or other source that constitutes direct 
evidence of an object of study. 
Secondary Source: A book, article, or other source that provides information about an 
object of study but does not constitute direct, first-hand evidence. 

Cause and Consequence A cause is the source or reason of an event or action while consequence is that which 
follows something on which it depends; that which is produced by a cause. 

Conflict A serious disagreement or argument, typically a protracted on. 

Nation A large body of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting 
a particular country or territory. 

Industry Economic activity concerned with the processing of raw materials and manufacture of 
goods in factories. 

 



 


